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23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that 

the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their 

voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and 

the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the 

mouth of your servant, our father David:  

“‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?  
26 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together  

against the Lord and against his anointed one.’ 

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel 

in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did 

what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider 

their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch 

out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy 

servant Jesus.”  
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  

  

With eight simple words He must have sent a wave over all those who heard Him and 

understood what He was saying.  With eight words, the goose bumps started prickling and the 

roller coaster of emotions began.  From wonderment to understanding to anger and rage so 

quickly.  Such a range of feelings and all put in motion by eight little words.  It would have been 

quite an experience, wouldn’t it have been, to be a fly on the wall in the synagogue in Nazareth 

that day when Jesus came to speak? 

If the power and authority of His teaching weren’t enough, He then added those eight 

words: Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing (Luke 4:21).  Jesus was the guest 

preacher at church that day and His sermon text came from Isaiah the prophet. These are the 

words He read from Isaiah 61: The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has anointed Me 

to preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor (Isaiah 61:1-2). And then those eight words, Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing. 

Can you imagine the scene?  Everyone knew the claim that Jesus had just made. The boy 

that they watched grow up was before them claiming to be the One who was sent to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners, recovery of the sight for the blind, and to release the oppressed.  They 

knew Isaiah well.  They knew the claim that Jesus was making, and for many of them it was too 

much to swallow. They rejected His claim and they rejected Jesus. But they were wrong; Jesus 

was telling the truth.  His words were absolutely true and today we gather to rejoice that those 

words of Isaiah were fulfilled that day in their hearing.  And today as we look at a story from 



God’s early Church and we’ll see how Jesus was at it again and then we can rejoice together as 

we see how He even continues fulfilling that prophecy in our lives today.  We praise God that as 

members of His Church we are always fulfilled through Jesus our Savior who is the fulfillment 

of God’s promises. 

Acts 4 is one the earliest records of events in the history of the New Testament Church.  

It had been only days since Pentecost and the disciples were still preaching in Jerusalem when 

the setting for our lesson this morning began to unfold. Their audience was still a bit of a mixed 

crowd.  Some had heard of the resurrection of Jesus and believed.  Some had been a part of the 

crowd of thousands which had gathered on that Pentecost day.  Some were among the 3,000 who 

were baptized on that day, but there were plenty of skeptics as well.  There were plenty of people 

who didn’t believe that Jesus was the Christ.  There were those who had wanted Jesus dead 

before and still did, and among that group, as we know, were some of the most powerful and 

influential men in Jerusalem.  That meant believing in Jesus and following Him was not exactly 

the safest thing to do.  And preaching His Name—proclaiming Him to be God’s Messiah—was 

even more dangerous, yet the disciples did it anyway.  They had seen that Jesus was the 

fulfillment of God’s Word and they trusted that God’s promises of protection and care would 

also be fulfilled. 

God has given us those same promises, hasn’t He?  And yet don’t we sometimes show 

how much we underestimate or even underappreciate those promises, in the way that we live our 

lives?  We face far less persecution than first century Jewish disciples of Jesus did, and yet we 

react with much more fear.  We show fear when it comes to speaking our faith to others.  Despite 

whatever excuses we may have as to why that is—I don’t know enough, I’m not a good speaker, 

I wouldn’t want to screw up the relationship I have with them—however we may justify it for 

ourselves, isn’t the real reason that we don’t have faith in God’s promises?   

Would we shy back from gospel proclamation as much as we do if we truly believed that 

God’s promises about the power and effectiveness of His Word, or if we truly believed that He 

would protect us and keep us safe?  Sadly, we let the devil show us his version of safety.  He 

tells us that if we just keep quiet then everyone will be happy; no one will get hurt or offended or 

be mad.  His temptations to keep quiet are convincing and as a result many Christians are 

silenced, and many unbelieving people live and die without hearing the good news of salvation 

through Jesus. 

The Apostles faced real persecution, yet they didn’t fall prey to those temptations that we 

so often fall to.  We can be glad that they were bold enough to speak the gospel to their friends 

and neighbors.  We can thank God that they preached His Word and that the gospel could spread 

through them because from there, that message of peace and forgiveness through Jesus was 

handed down through the generations until it reached someone in your life who then shared it 

with you. That gospel trickled down through the years until God’s love reached into your heart. 

We can thank God for faithful confessors, teachers, family, and friends who proclaimed to us 

God’s love and enabled faith in God to be planted and nourished in our hearts. 

Peter and John would fall into that camp of faithful confessors. They boldly preached 

forgiveness through Jesus, even to their own peril.  Their preaching got them arrested and thrown 

into jail.  The Sanhedrin, the very group that had arrested Jesus, now was arresting His disciples.  

The Apostles had seen what these men had done to Jesus; they knew that they could be next, yet 



they continued boldly confessing the truth.  Even when they were arrested and imprisoned, they 

continued to preach and God continued to protect them.  And when they were set free, they went 

right back to work. On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and 

reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them.  When they heard this, they 

raised their voices together in prayer to God.  Peter and John went back to Jesus’ faithful 

disciples and rejoiced at His deliverance.  They thanked God that He had kept them safe and that 

the promises He had fulfilled in Jesus were now being fulfilled in them. 

The words of Isaiah which Jesus spoke about Himself came true in a literal sense for 

Peter and John.  “freedom for the prisoners,” they were literally set free from prison.  But Jesus’ 

words carried more than a literal meaning, and the early Christians knew that as well. Their 

prayer to God continued: Stretch out Your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and 

wonders through the Name of Your holy servant Jesus. There were many people at the time 

of the Early Church who were captives.  Maybe not those who sat behind literal bars, but there 

were many who were held captive by their diseases and sicknesses.  Jesus came to set those 

prisoners free, as well.  During His ministry, Jesus showed incredible compassion in the way that 

He healed those who were sick, and He allowed that compassion to continue to be expressed by 

the Apostles as well.  He gave them the authority to perform wonderful miracles of healing.  The 

next chapter of Acts (Acts 5) gives us an idea of just how amazing this gift was. The apostles 

performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people….  People brought the 

sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might 

fall on some of them as he passed by.  Crowds gathered also from the towns around 

Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were 

healed (Acts 5:12,15,16). Through the power given them by Christ and the Spirit of God, the 

Apostles were able to bring healing and freedom to even more sick and suffering people.   

But there are even more captives that have been freed by Jesus, beyond those who sat in 

prison cells or were held captive by sickness and disease.  The words that Jesus spoke that day in 

the synagogue speak to us.  When Jesus said, He has sent Me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, He was talking about 

me, and He was talking about you!  Jesus set us free from the captivity that we used to live in, 

the captivity we were born in and lived in to sin and to the devil.  We were in spiritual captivity 

and we couldn’t shake those chains.  Those prison bars held us tight and we could never escape 

on our own. To add to our hopeless condition, we had a sort of spiritual Stockholm syndrome; 

we didn’t feel trapped or captive, we enjoyed it even reveled in it. 

We couldn’t do anything to rescue ourselves, but the one who could do something, did! 

Jesus is the one who held the power over sin, and He used His power to set us free.  He defeated 

death and the devil and freed us from their power, too.  Death couldn’t imprison Him. Sin 

couldn’t touch him. The devil could only bruise His heel, but Jesus dealt Satan a fatal blow on 

the cross and as He exclaimed, It is finished! (John 19:30).  He continued His display of power 

as He rose from the dead, and He continues to use that power today to protect us and to fulfill 

His promise to bring us new life in His name.  

God delivers that new life to us in Baptism.  Through water and the Word, He sets us free 

from our old way of life.  Through our Baptisms He cleanses us from sin claims us as His own.  

Through our Baptism and the memory of it, He motivates us to live forward with lives dedicated 



to Him.  Paul gives the Roman Christians this comfort as He says, But thanks be to God that, 

though you used to be slaves to sin... You have been set free from sin and have become 

slaves to righteousness (Romans 6:17-18).  Where once, we were unwilling captives to sin, now 

we are willing and grateful captives to righteousness.  

Now we can do the things that God wants of us.  Now we can thank Him with our 

choices, our attitudes, and our lives. Now, when the opportunities to proclaim God’s Name arise, 

we, like the Apostles, can ask for the Holy Spirit’s help to proclaim His love with eagerness and 

boldness to the benefit of immortal souls.  Because ultimately that’s who the people in our lives 

are.  There is no such thing as “ordinary people.”  Each individual we interact with at home or at 

work, the people we laugh with and joke with or even bump into at the grocery store are not 

ordinary.  They are immortal.  They will exist forever either imprisoned by sin and death or 

enjoying the freedom that is theirs through Christ our Lord.  The difference for them, may well 

be the keys that you possess within your hearts and minds.  The message of forgiveness through 

Jesus that opens the gate to heaven and life at its fullest.  What a treasure that we are invited to 

find others in our lives whose own lives are still unfulfilled because they do not know their 

Savior and share with them the freedom they have in Jesus! 

Today we’ve looked at several promises that were fulfilled in Jesus.  The promise made 

by the prophet Isaiah, which Jesus Himself read in the synagogue.  The promise Peter and John 

quoted in our text, made by David in Psalm 2, and that promise was fulfilled as Pilate and Herod 

rejected the Anointed One, our Savior.  And finally, I mentioned a few minutes ago one of the 

shortest and most beautiful promises that God has ever made us.  The word that Jesus spoke 

when He went to the cross and won the victory over sin death and the devil, It is finished.  The 

requirements of the law have been fulfilled.  God’s promises to redeem you from sin have been 

fulfilled.  His words are trustworthy and His promises are true, so we can put our faith in Jesus’ 

every word.  We can live our lives knowing that He does not, will not, cannot fail us.  He makes 

good on His every word and so we can trust that His final promise to us will be fulfilled as well: 

I am coming soon! 

Amen. 

 


